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Dear Members, 

 

We finally have received some warmer weather the past few days and if you 

were like me you took advantage of it by spending some time outside in your 

garden or yard.  If you left your dahlias in the ground over the winter like I did, I 

hope you mulched them well as that January cold spell could have frozen 
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have pine trees in my yard so the natural fall of the straw mulches most of my 

beds but not all.  Sure enough a couple that I dug this past Monday had been 

frozen, not totally but this is where you must be careful as the crown (where the 

eyes are located) is just below the surface of the planted tuber and while some of 
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the spring you will find out next month if they come back or not. 

 

All of that activity early in the week over-torqued my new knee so the rain is 

welcomed as it comes in the rest of the week.  It is back to the basement to my 

dahlia room where I have started some dahlia seeds and am still dividing my 

clumps.  I will be bringing some packets of seeds next Monday night to give 

away to anyone that would like to grow their own dahlias.  Growing dahlias 

from seed is one of the REALLY FUN things about dahlias in that any new 

seedling is a whole new dahlia and when you see the first bloom it is like 

Christmas.  Not all are the best quality dahlias but when you get a good one it is 

yours and if it gets accepted by the American Dahlia Society you get to name it 

yourself.  Below is a seedling of mine that was a first year seedling in 2009. 

 

 

 

2010  ADS NATIONAL SHOW WEBSITE 

http://dahliasocietyofgeorgia.com/2010Show.htm 
 



                        
 

MARCH MEETING, MONDAY MARCH 15, 7:30 PM 

BASEMENT CLASSROOM, ATLANTA BOTANICAL 

GARDEN 
 

AS MANY OF YOU KNOW MADDY VARSALONA DID A SEGMENT ABOUT 

HER GROWING DAHLIAS  FOR THE  WALTER REEVES GARDENING 

PROGRAM A YEAR OR SO AGO SO WE WILL BE VIEWING THAT 

SEGMENT.  

 

ONE OF OUR NEW MEMBERS, DARRELL FREEMAN, SUGGESTED WE VIEW 

A WONDERFUL HGTV PROGRAM ABOUT A COUPLE OF LADIES THAT 

HAVE A WONDERFUL GARDEN.  IT IS TITLED THE AMAZING GRACES.   
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WE WILL ALSO HAVE A QUESTION AND ANSWER PERIOD CONCERNING 

ANY ASPECT OF GROWING DAHLIAS. 

 

DAHLIAS OF TODAY 
 

The 2010 Dahlias of Today has arrived so it will be available for purchase at the 

March meeting.  The cost for members is $8 and for non-members $10.  If you 
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at the March meeting. 

 



3ÏÌÙÌɯÐÚɯÈɯÎÙÌÈÛɯÈÙÛÐÊÓÌɯÈÉÖÜÛɯÚÛÈÙÛÐÕÎɯÚÌÌËÚȮɯÛÏÌɯÈÕÕÜÈÓɯÎÙÖÞÌÙɀÚɯÚÜÙÝÌàɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯ

best dahlias to grow, discussion of many of the new dahlias both in the US and in 

England, trial garden reports of the best dahlias in each trial garden and a listing 

of what dahlias won in all of the Northwest Shows.  There is a report about the 

ADS National Show in Everett, WA which was spectacular.  The entire 

publication is in color and is a wonderful addition to your dahlia library.  

 

THANK YOU MEMBERS 
We appreciate each member that helped out at our table during the recent 

Southeastern Flower Show.  Thank you so much for volunteering your time.  A 

special thanks to Allen & Debbie Haas for bringing the new banner which was 

really a hit.   

 

               

 
PART OF THE DAHLIAS IN THE FIELD OF 8,000 DAHLIAS IN NORTHERN 

WASHINGTON 

 

PLEASE PAY YOUR DUES AND ENJOY ANOTHER 

YEAR OF MEMBERSHIP IN THE DS OF GEORGIA 



COMPOST TEA 
 

The theory of compost tea 

Compost tea is a slurry that can be applied to plants by a foliar feeding method 

or root soaking method, while at the same time helps fight soil borne diseases. 

We take advantage of the production of water soluble nutrients and healthy 

microorganisms from a proper mixture of compost, water and air. Made right in 

your garden, the all important inclusion of air (oxygen) produces aerobic 

compost tea. Likewise, with a few more steps and a few more materials, we can 

breed a far greater, and more often, supply of healthy host (microherd) of 

beneficial aerobic bacteria and fungi in the tea.  

We as good gardeners want to produce and increase in size the living microherd 

in our soil, compost and teas. This good stewardship guarantees a ready supply 

of the microherd of valuable aerobic bacteria and fungi while serving many needs 

above just nutrient. They fight diseases, bad soil and plant pathogens and, 
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microherd continues to exist and grow over months and years, helping to 

continually break down existing soil and any subsequent soil amendments into 

more valuable plant nutrients. 

 

A simple method 

You can make a very nutritious, yet inexpensive, liquid fertilizer, all season long 

that almost any plant will love. A simply method, requiring only a daily stirring, 

produces a rich liquid that can be applied either with a watering can or a sprayer. 

Compost tea is this nutritious byproduct when you mix any number of 

composted materials with water and air. 

 

The simple  method has you putting two hands full of a composted material into 

a 5 gallon bucket of water. (The typical 35 gallon trashcan calls for between 5-10 

gallons of composted material.)  The next step calls for a thorough stirring, and 

this stirring is repeated daily for the next week. This thorough stirring will help 

incorporate necessary oxygen into the mix. Be sure to stir daily or the mixture 

will quickly become stagnant and smelly with the end result of killing the good 

microbes that benefit all plants. After a week you can draw off the liquid and 

apply it to the tops or roots of plants.  

 

If your water source is a municipal system it has probably been exposed to 

chlorine in the treatment process. To rid your water of this harmful chemical, let 

your water stand for at least 24 hours before adding the compost and starting the 



compost tea brewing process; or purchase some water treatment tablets from an 

aquarium and pet store. 

 

 

A more complex method 

 

There are many formulas and combinations used to make a more complex tea. 

The following formula is from fellow society member, John Geurin, who has one 
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This is based on making 10 gals. @ a time. 

Items needed: 

1 -13 gal. tall kitchen plastic trash can 

1 ɬaquarium pump ( Walmart / $10.00) 

Ƙɀ- ƚɀɯÈÐÙɯÓÐÕÌ 

1 - airstone ( Walmart) 

1 - fishing line weight 

1 - 5 gal. bucket paint strainer (Lowes / Home 

Depot) 
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trash can 

2 - spring clamps (Lowes / Home Depot)             one type of paint strainer 

2 ozs. UN SULFURED molasses 

2 gals.  compost 

  

Fill the trash can with 10 gals. of water. If you use tap water, drop the air line in it 

and let it bubble over night to get the chlorine out or it will kill the micro 
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will need to attach the fishing weight to the end of the tube with the air stone to 

keep it on the bottom of the trash can during the brewing. With the pump 

running pour in the 2 ozs. of UNSULFURED molasses; this feeds the micro 

nutrients. Take the paint strainer and put in the 2 gals. of compost. John uses a 1 

gal. milk jug with just enough of the top cut out to get the compost in. Take the 1 

x 2 and lay it across the top of the trash can and clamp it down on each side. Tie 

the bag of compost to the center of the 1 x 2 as you drop it in the water. Let it 

brew for 24 hours and you've got compost tea. You need to use it within a couple 

of hours or the micro nutrients will start to die when the air is cut off. John uses 

the tea as a foliar spray so that is the reason for the bag. If you are going to pour 
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worm castings as the compost to use, but you can use what you want. You can 

then put the used compost around the plants or throw it on your compost pile. 

  

As you can see, this a little more complex but, once set up, you have a system 

that produces 10 gallons of compost tea every 

24 hours! Once you are used to this system, 

simply schedule when you want to feed the 

compost tea to your plants; then start brewing 

24 hours in advance of the desired 

applications. (The photo to the left shows 
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MOMENT.)   

 

MAGIC MOMENT-2009 GA. DAHLIA 

SHOW              There is one last note of 

caution.  Whether you use a watering can or a 

sprayer, start with new ones that have never 

been used for pesticide or herbicide 

applications. No matter how hard you try to 

clean them, a small residue could kill the 
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Whether you use the simple or more complex 

system, the leftover compost , although 

diluted from making the tea, still has value and can be added to the base of    

your plants or to a compost pile. 

Brian Killingsworth 

    

 

 


